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Building a European Literary Bibliography



European Literary Bibliography

– Bibliographical data as an essential resource 
(Lahti et al. 2019, Umerle et al. 2022)

– Mission: ecosystem for harmonising, enriching and 
presenting open literary bibliographical datasets

– Developed jointly by Czech Literary Bibliography and 
Polish Literary Bibliography 
https://literarybibliography.eu
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https://literarybibliography.eu/


Historical Overview

2019 – first demoversion containing of Czech and Polish
Literary Bibliographies records

2021-2023 – DARIAH.lab project of IBL PAN
2022 – European Literary Bibliography 1.0 realised
2022 – inclusion of Spanish and Finnish data
2023 – work on BOSLIT data
2024 – European Literary Bibliography 2.0 under

preparation + Czech National Bibliography data processed
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ELB - Challenges
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Bibliographical data aggregation (literature, CC0/BY, live data)

Multilingual semistructured data (diverse formats, national vs. universal identifiers, 
subject heading ontologies, etc.)

Data enrichment and LOD-ification (geolocation, WikiData interconnection, etc.) 

Data presentation 



Data Sources
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Bibliographical (catalogue) data
• Spanish National Library
• Finnish National Library
• Czech Literary Bibliography (CLB)
• Polish Literary Bibliography (PBL)
• Bibliography of Scottish Literature in Translation (BOSLIT)

Semantic data
• Library reference ontologies (see example) 
• Library of Congress ID (subject headings) (see here)
• Virtual International Authority File (VIAF.org)
• WikiData (wikidata.org) 

https://finto.fi/yso/en/page/p25756
https://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects.html
https://viaf.org/
https://wikidata.org/


Bibliodata formats
=LDR 00821nam a2200265 c 4500
=001 a5933628
=005 20190125005347.6
=008 170403s2016\\\\sp\\\\\|\||||\000\p\spa\\
=015 \\$aMON16
=017 \\$aZ 1435-2016$bOficina Depósito Legal Zaragoza
=020 \\$a978-84-946134-0-1
=035 \\$a(OCoLC)1027700728
=040 \\$aSpMaBN$bspa$cSpMaBN$erdc
=080 \\$a821.134.2-14"19/20"(082.2)
=245 00$aAntiaérea II :$bpoesía encontrada en Zaragoza$c[Ajo ... et al.]
=250 \\$a1ª ed.
=260 \\$aZaragoza$bPregunta$c2016
=300 \\$a104 p.$c18 cm
=336 \\$aTexto (visual)$2isbdcontent
=337 \\$asin mediación$2isbdmedia
=380 \\$iMajor genre$aLiterature$leng
=381 \\$iMajor genre$aLyrical poetry$leng
=650 \7$aPoesías españolas$yS.XX$2embne
=650 \7$aPoesías españolas$yS.XXI$2embne
=650 \7$aPoetry$2ELB-g
=650 \7$aSpanish literature$2ELB-n
=655 \7$aPoesías$2tgfbne
=655 \7$aAntologías$2tgfbne
=700 0\$aAjo$4aut
=995 \\$aBiblioteca Nacional de España

{
"creator":

[
"Casado Velarde, Manuel",
"Vilarnovo, Antonio"
],

"date":
[
"2003"
],

"format":
[
"application/pdf"
],

"identifier":
[
"https://dialnet.unirioja.es/servlet/oaiart?codigo=798509",
"(Revista) ISSN 0210-8178"
],

"language":
[
"spa"
],

"publisher":
[
"Universidad de Extremadura: Servicio de Publicaciones"
],

"rights":
[
“[…]"
],

"source":
[
"Anuario de estudios filológicos, ISSN 0210-8178, Vol. 26, 

2003, pags. 5-11"
],

"title":
[
"Eugenio Coseriu: \"In memoriam\""
],

"type":
[
"text (article)"
]

},
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Data Sources
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Bibliographical (catalogue) data
• Spanish National Library
• Finnish National Library
• Czech Literary Bibliography (CLB)
• Polish Literary Bibliography (PBL)
• Bibliography of Scottish Literature in Translation (BOSLIT)

Semantic data
• Library reference ontologies (see example) 
• Library of Congress ID (subject headings) (see here)
• Virtual International Authority File (VIAF.org)
• WikiData (wikidata.org) 

https://finto.fi/yso/en/page/p25756
https://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects.html
https://viaf.org/
https://wikidata.org/


Finnish ontology (example)



Workflow chart 9



LDR 01151nam a2200325 c 4500
001 a6078069
003 SpMaBN
005 20210326123920.6
008 171214s2016\\\\sp\\\\\\\\\\\\000\f\spa\\
015 \\|a MON16
017 \\|a B 15417-2016 |b Oficina Depósito Legal Barcelona
020 \\|a 978-84-01-01893-0
035 \\|a (OCoLC)1055846156
040 \\|a SpMaBN |b spa |c SpMaBN |e rdc
041 1\|a spa |h fin
080 \\|a 821.511.111-31"19"
100 1\|a Waltari, Mika |d (1908-1979) |4 aut |0 XX965743
240 1 |a Sinuhe, egyptiläinen |l Español
245 1 |a Sinuhé, el egipcio |c Mika Waltari ; traducción de Manuel Bosch Barret
250 \\|a 1ª ed.
260 \\|a [Barcelona] |b Plaza & Janés |c 2016
300 \\|a 600 p. |c 23 cm
336 \\|a Texto (visual) |2 isbdcontent
337 \\|a sin mediación |2 isbdmedia
380 \\|i Major genre |a Literature |l eng
381 \\|i Major genre |a Fiction |l eng
594 \\|a Título original: Sinuhe, egyptiläinen
655 \7|a Novelas históricas |2 tgfbne
700 1\|a Bosch Barrett, Manuel |d (1895-1961) |e traductor |4 trl
995 \\|a Biblioteca Nacional de España

10Own data structure (enriched, LODified): record here

https://testlibri.ucl.cas.cz/en/results/biblio/record/es.a6078069.html


Discovery system
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”Traditional view of bibliographic records” for Mika Waltari. 12

https://literarybibliography.eu/en/search/results?type=AllFields&lookfor=mika+waltari


ELB facets and related tools 13



Landing page for an individual PERSON (Mika Waltari), upper part. 14

https://literarybibliography.eu/en/wiki/record/Q193111


Bibliographical records related to PERSON (Mika Waltari) according to the respective capacity. 15

https://literarybibliography.eu/en/wiki/record/Q193111


Bibliographical records related to PERSON (Milan Kundera) according to the other’s roles. 16

https://literarybibliography.eu/en/wiki/record/Q93166


Bibliographical records related to PLACE (Barcelona) according to their respective capacity. 17

https://literarybibliography.eu/en/wiki/record/Q1492


Birthplaces of the literary active people who died in Prague. 18

https://literarybibliography.eu/cs/wiki/record/Q1085?type=placeName&lookfor=Praha


Birthplaces of the literary active people who died in Brno. 19

https://literarybibliography.eu/cs/wiki/record/Q14960?


Communicating data quality of records related a PERSON (Miguel de Cervantes). 20

https://testlibri.ucl.cas.cz/en/wiki/record/Q5682?


Data identification and links
for 4,611,498 bibliographical entries

category records with data unique items links total

Person 3,745,450 (81%) 279,259 6,381,219

Place 1,440,803 (31%) 8,787 1,784,478

Corporate 1,376,301 (30%) 7,206 1,598,087

Magazine 2,508,598 (54%) 882 2,667,997

Event 62,007 ( 1%) 314 56,796
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Intersections of sets and their sizes
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Issues and Challenges

– Limits of non-interventionist approaches
– Inclusion of more datasets
– Definition of literature (primary & secondary)
– Curate or not curate
– Live data and updates (original datasets, wiki, VIAF)

– Technological sustainability
– Data format backward compatibility
– Wikidata corruption (including hacking)
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Bibliographical records related to PLACE (Helsinki) demonstrating corrupt data (historical place name). 25

https://literarybibliography.eu/en/wiki/record/Q1757


Bibliographical records related to CORPORATION (Charta 77) demonstrating corrupt data (two different entities). 26

https://viaf.org/viaf/136958681/Charta_77_(Group)


Literarybibliography.eu 2.0

– Under preparation
– New modules and tools
– Works on backend -> deduplications, data enrichment
– Licences
– New datasets:

– Czech National Bibliography (books)
– Bibliography of Scottish Literature in Translation
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28New ELB modules under preparation.



29Data licencing and datasets for download.



30Updated ELB analytical module.



31Updated module for intrapersonal relations.
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Please test, provide feedback and join: 
https://literarybibliography.eu/
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https://literarybibliography.eu/


Mgr. Ondřej Vimr, Ph.D.
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Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Czech Literature
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