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INTERTEXTUALITY BY EXAMPLE

◼ What do these works have in common?
• Walter Hasenclever’s play Der Sohn (1914)
• E.T.A. Hoffmann’s narrative Die Bergwerke zu Falun (1819)
• William Shakespeare’s play Richard III (1597)
• Heinrich von Kleist’s novella Michael Kohlhaas (1810)
• Homer’s Ilias (8./7. Jh. v. Chr.)
• Hugo von Hofmannsthal’s tale Märchen der 672. Nacht (1895)
• Johann Heinrich Füßli’s painting Nachtmahr (1802)
• Anton Čechov’s narrative Ein Fall aus der Praxis (»Slučaj iz 

praktiki«) (1896)
• Flaubert’s Sage von Sankt Julianus dem Gastfreien (1877)
• the book of Matthew (80/90 n. Chr.)
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• Walter Hasenclever’s play Der Sohn (1914)
• E.T.A. Hoffmann’s narrative Die Bergwerke zu Falun (1819)
• William Shakespeare’s play Richard III (1597)
• Heinrich von Kleist’s novella Michael Kohlhaas (1810)
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• Anton Čechov’s narrative Ein Fall aus der Praxis (»Slučaj iz 

praktiki«) (1896)
• Flaubert’s Sage von Sankt Julianus dem Gastfreien (1877)
• the book of Matthew (80/90 n. Chr.)

→ Franz Kafka’s narrative Ein Landarzt (1920) refers to them (cf. Thomas 
Borgstedt 2010)
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FRANZ KAFKA: EIN LANDARZT (1920)
◼ A freezing winter night with snow blizzards prevents the country doctor 

from visiting a sick boy in a distant village; his own horse died the day 
before because of the cold

◼ The country doctor is poorly paid but generous to the poor

◼ Two horses and a servant are found in the old pigsty, who brings the 
country doctor to the sick man and makes it clear through an assault that 
he wants the maid Rosa in exchange

◼ The air in the sickroom is hot and bad; the two horses look in through the 
window from outside; the sick boy does not seem really ill at first, but then 
has a wound the size of the palm of his hand with worms wriggling in it

◼ The family undresses the doctor and puts him in bed with the sick boy, who 
blames him for confining him in his deathbed instead of helping him

◼ He flees, throws his fur into the horse-drawn cart, which only gets caught 
on a hook and is dragged behind; he drives back naked and freezing and 
considers his house, his practice and his maid lost

Full (original) text of the story: https://ogy.de/en6zIntertextuality in the Semantic Web 5

Quelle: Jürgen Bernhard Kuck, Ralf Sudau 
(2019): Franz Kafka. Ein Landarzt. Graphic 
Novel. Interpretation. Werkstattgespräch. 
Textausgabe.

https://ogy.de/en6z


FRANZ KAFKA: EIN LANDARZT (1920)

◼ »Achilleus Rosse, die schöngemähnten« (Ilias XVII, 504); »die 
schnaubenden« (502); »mit edeler Stärke beseelt’« (456); »wild in die 
Schlacht vorsprengen« (487); »[s]türmend im Flug des Gespanns, wie 
ein Geier gestürzt in die Gänse« (Ilias XVII,460)

◼ »Schweinekoben« (Kohlhaas 18); »dass die Pferde aufrecht stehen 
konnten, […] Sie guckten nun, wie Gänse, aus dem Dach vor« (Kohlhaas 
19)

◼ »schon seit Jahren unbenützten Schweinestalles«; »niedrigen Verschlag« 
(Landarzt 200);  "[…] und zwei Pferde, mächtige flankenstarke Tiere 
schoben sich hintereinander, die Beine eng am Leib, die wohlgeformten 
Köpfe wie Kamele senkend, nur durch die Kraft der Wendungen ihres 
Rumpfes aus dem Türloch, das sie restlos ausfüllten. Aber gleich standen 
sie aufrecht, hochbeinig, mit dicht ausdampfendem Körper." (Landarzt 
201)
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Quelle: Jürgen Bernhard Kuck, Ralf Sudau 
(2019): Franz Kafka. Ein Landarzt. Graphic 
Novel. Interpretation. Werkstattgespräch. 
Textausgabe.



INTERTEXTUALITY BY EXAMPLE

◼ Given a certain intertextual relation from one text to an other: 
◼ What's its status?
◼ Is it explicit or implicit?
◼ Denotation or connotation?
◼ How intense is it?
◼ How important is it for understanding the text?
◼ How important is it for my analysis/interpretation?
◼ In which theoretical or conceptual framework? 
◼ How many are there?
◼ Are they connected (resonance)?

◼ special to digital humanities:
◼ how to record it? (formalization)
◼ Which possibilities would we gain from recording them to a global 

knowledge graph?
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Theories of intertextuality (1/4)
JULIA KRISTEVA (*1941)

„any text is constructed as a mosaic of quotations; any text is the 
absorption and transformation of another. The notion of intertextuality 
replaces that of intersubjectivity, and poetic language is read as at 
least double.“

Word, Dialogue and Novel  (1986 [1966]), p. 37

- dialogue as the fundamental mode of language and literature
- no text without at least one other text (double)
- radical approach, where every human interaction becomes 

intertextuality; everything becomes text
- word status becomes dynamic
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image: 
http://kristeva.fr/jk_photos/content/Julia_
Kristeva_large.html



Theories of intertextuality (2/4)
ROLAND BARTHES (1915–1980)

„[...] der Text ist ein Gewebe aus Zitaten, die tausenderlei 
Brennpunkten der Kultur entstammen.“

Der Tod des Autors (1968)

„[...] le texte est un tissu de citations, issues des mille foyers de la 
culture.“

La mort de l'auteur (1968)
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image: 
https://www.openculture.com/2014/07/lis
ten-to-roland-barthes-deliver-his-40-hour-l
ecture-course-la-preparation-du-roman-in-
french-1978-80.html



Theories of intertexuality (3/4)
GÉRARD GENETTE (1930–2018)

Forms of intertextuality or transtextuality:

◼ intertextuality (citation, allusion, plagiarism …)

◼ paratextuality

◼ metatextuality

◼ architextuality

◼ hypertextuality

Palimpseste. Die Literatur auf zweiter Stufe. (1980)

Palimpsestes: la littérature au second degré. (1980)
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image: 
http://www.900letterario.it/critica/gerard-
genette-narratologia-moderna/



Theories of Intertextuality (3/4)
GÉRARD GENETTE (1930–2018)
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Bildquelle: 
http://www.900letterario.it/critica/gerard-
genette-narratologia-moderna/



INTERTEXTUALITÄT: THEORIE (4/4)
MANFRED PFISTER (*1943)

Intertextuality in the Semantic Web 13

efforts in revisiting and systemizing the booming concept intertextuality

adds some new perspectives

- intensity: „ein intertextueller Verweis [ist] um so intensiver, je 
prägnanter er ist. Und ein Verweis auf einen einzelnen konkreten 
Text ist allemal prägnanter als der Bezug auf eine Gruppe von 
Texten oder gar auf die Gesamtheit aller Texte, auf das 
Universum der Texte“

- reference to single text vs. reference to a system (of texts/of 
meaning/of form/…)

I. Konzepte der Intertextualität. (1985) In Intertextualität, hrsg. von Ulrich Broich und 
Manfred Pfister. Berlin, Boston: de Gruyter.image: 

https://bacheca.uniroma3.it/sriss/about-u
s/manfred-pfister/



INTERTEXTUALITY IN DIGITAL HUMANITIES
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Automatic detection:

◼ Tracer tool suit for text reuse detection (PhD Thesis Marco Büchler 2013) (eTRAP electronic Text 
Reuse Acquisition Project . BMBF 2015-2019)

◼ “Computerlinguistische Verfahren zur Aufdeckung struktureller Ähnlichkeiten in Narrativen.” Reiter 
und Frank. DHd 2015

◼ “The Vectorian - Eine Suchmaschiene für intertextuelle Referenzen” Burghardt und Liebl. DHd 
2020

◼ “The sense of a connection: Automatic tracing of intertextuality by meaning.” Walter Scheirer, 
Christopher Forstall und Neil Coffee 2016

Modeling:

◼ “FormIt: Eine multimodale Arbeitsumgebung zur systematischen Erfassung literarischer 
Intertextualität.” 
Schlupkothen und Nantke. DHd 2019

◼ Comparative Annotation to Explore and Explain Text Similarities (CompAnno). Nantke und Reiter 
2022 (DFG-Projekt)

◼ “INTRO - an Intertextual Relationships Ontology for literary studies” Bernhard Oberreither 2020

http://www.etrap.eu/research/tracer/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4623234
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4623234
https://zenodo.org/record/4621836
https://zenodo.org/record/4621836
https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqu058
https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqu058
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4622106
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4622106
https://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/projekt/508319395
https://github.com/BOberreither/INTRO
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THE CHALLENGE OF FORMALIZING 
INTERTEXTUALITY

◼ diverse theoretical approaches ranging from structural and 
neo-structural approaches (Kristeva, Barthes, Genette, …) back to 
old rhetorics (topoi); domain-specific concepts, culture-specific 
contexts (e.g. Tadmin in Arabic poetry) etc. etc.

◼ find a common denominator of the concepts of intertextuality and 
still allow a wide range of specific characteristics to be expressed

◼ → base ontology for the common denominator

◼ → optional ontology modules for specific approaches (e.g. 
Genette)

◼ → open to user-crafted extensions

Intertextuality in the Semantic Web 16



THE COMMON DENOMINATOR OF 
INTERTEXTUALITY THEORIES

◼ intertextuality is about relations between texts

◼ these relations are directed in time: a younger text more or less explicitly refers to an 
older text (avant texte)

◼ thus we have to postulate: there are multiple texts (and not only one huge intertext – 
sorry, Julia!)

◼ thus, there must be some criterion to say, what is inside a text (belongs to it), and what 
not. (e.g. denotation vs. connotation)

◼ the direction in time supposes the deictic space of here, i.e. the later text of which I am 
investigating intertextual relations to other texts, and there, i.e. an older text which is 
referred to.

◼ You can invert this direction, but then reception history is the matter, not intertextuality.

◼ Intertextual relations are to be classified or specified (tagged) with a concept which 
comes from recent literary theory, from historical poetological programs etc.

◼ Intertextual relations have a mediator: the later text has something in common with the 
avant text, links to it by paratextual features etc.Intertextuality in the Semantic Web 17



THE CORE ONTOLOGY OF INTERTEXTUALITY

18Intertextuality in the Semantic Web

here Reference 1

there Reference 1

specifiedBy Specification 1..n

mediatedBy Mediator 0..n



THE EXTENSION FOR GENETTE’S 
HYPERTEXTUALITY

19

@prefix g: <https://intertextuality.org/extensions/genette/hypertextuality#> .

g:HypertextualRelation
rdfs:subClassOf :IntertextualSpecification ;
owl:ObjectOneOf (g:parody g:pastiche g:travesty g:persiflage g:transposition g:replication) .

g:RelationalType owl:ObjectOneOf (g:transformation g:imitation) .

g:ModalType owl:ObjectOneOf (g:playfully g:satirically g:earnest) .

g:hasRelationalType
owl:domain g:HypertextualRelation ;
owl:range g:RelationalType .

g:hasModalType
owl:domain g:HypertextualRelation ;
owl:range g:ModalType .

g:parody
g:hasRelationalType g:transformation ;
g:hasModelType g:playfully ;
rdfs:Label "Parody, i.e. a playful transformation"@en .

Intertextuality in the Semantic Web



TURTLE RDF REPRESENTATION OF THE KAFKA 
EXAMPLE
ex:itr1 a :IntertextualRelation ;

:here ex:landarztPigsty ;
:there ex:kohlhaasPigsty ;
:specifiedBy _undefSpec ;
:mediatedBy m:HorsesInAPigsty .

ex:landarztPigsty
  oa:hasSource <https://textgridlab.org/1.0/tgcrud-public/rest/textgrid:qn00.0/data>;
  oa:hasSelector

[a oa:TextQuoteSelector; 
oa:exact “zerstreut, gequält stieß ich mit dem Fuß an die brüchige Tür des schon seit Jahren unbenützten 
Schweinestalles. Sie öffnete sich und klappte in den Angeln auf und zu. Wärme und Geruch wie von Pferden 
kam hervor”@de ].

ex:kohlhaasPigsty
  oa:hasSource <https://textgridlab.org/1.0/aggregator/text/textgrid:r0th.0> ;
  oa:hasSelector 

[a oa:TextQuoteSelector;
oa:exact “so zeigte er mir einen Schweinekoben an ... in welchem … ich nicht aufrecht stehen konnte. … Sie 
guckten nun wie Gänse aus dem Dach vor.”@de ].

_undefSpec a :IntertextualSpecification .

20

@prefix ex: <http://example.com/> .
@prefix oa: <http://www.w3.org/ns/oa#> .
@prefix m: <https://intertextuality.org/extensions/motives#> . 
@prefix : <https://intertextuality.org/abstract#> .

Intertextuality in the Semantic Web

http://example.com/


THE 3 INTERTEXTUAL RELATIONS FROM THE 
KAFKA EXAMPLE
ex:itr1 a :IntertextualRelation ;

:here ex:landarztPigsty ;
:there ex:kohlhaasPigsty ;
:specifiedBy _undefSpec ;
:mediatedBy m:HorsesInAPigsty .

ex:itr2 a :IntertextualRelation ;
:here ex:kohlhaasPigsty ;
:there ex:iliadAutomedonsPlummet;
:specifiedBy _undefSpec ;
:mediatedBy m:HorsesAndGoats .

ex:itr3 a :IntertextualRelation ;
:here ex:landarztPigsty ;
:there ex:iliadAutomedonsPlummet;
:specifiedBy _undefSpec ;
:mediatedBy m:HorsesAndGoats .

21

Kafka: Landarzt
»[…] und zwei Pferde, mächtige flankenstarke Tiere 
schoben sich hintereinander, die Beine eng am Leib, die 
wohlgeformten Köpfe wie Kamele senkend, nur durch die 
Kraft der Wendungen ihres Rumpfes aus dem
Türloch, das sie restlos ausfüllten. Aber gleich standen sie 
aufrecht, hochbeinig, mit dicht ausdampfendem Körper.« 

Kleist: Michael Hohlhaas
»Schweinekoben [...] dass die Pferde aufrecht stehen 
konnten, […] Sie guckten nun, wie Gänse, aus dem Dach 
vor« 

Homer: Ilias
»Achilleus Rosse, die schöngemähnten« (Ilias XVII, 504); »
die schnaubenden« (502); »mit edeler Stärke beseelt’« 
(456); »wild in die Schlacht vorsprengen« (487); »
[s]türmend im Flug des Gespanns, wie ein Geier gestürzt 
in die Gänse« (Ilias XVII,460) → "Sie guckten nun, wie 
Gänse, aus dem Dach vor"

Intertextuality in the Semantic Web



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MODEL – BY 
COMPARISON

◼ links passages of texts more or less directly by means of the WADM

◼ gathers all information under a central type of resource: the intertextual relation

◼ adds specification (tag) and explanation (mediator) to this central resource

INTRO (Oberreither)

◼ assigns a feature (tag) to a passage of a text; the resulting resource is of type “actualization of 
a feature/structure”

◼ these actualizations are linked to others as intertextual relations

Questions

◼ Does an intertextual relation precede a shared feature? (Relation/recurrence constitutes 
features.)

◼ Or does a shared structure precede an intertextual relation? (Recurring Features make up 
relations.)

Intertextuality in the Semantic Web 22
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◼ https://github.com/intertextor 

◼ Jan Horstmann, Christian Lück, Immanuel Normann & Jan-Erik Stange 
(2024): Intertextor: Interfaces für die Annotation intertextueller 
Relationen. DHd 2024 Quo Vadis DH (DHd2024), Passau. DOI 
10.5281/zenodo.10698495.

WORK IN PROGRESS …

Intertextuality in the Semantic Web

https://github.com/intertextor
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10706165
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